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SOL INVICTUS VINEYARD 
Sol Invictus Vineyard, LLC 
6394 Schmidt Lane 
Star, ID 83669 
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN & LETTER OF INTENDED USE FOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
 
This plan is amended as of May 14, 2024 based on neighbor feedback provided to Canyon County 
Development Services, Planning and Zoning. 
 
Sol Invictus Vineyard is a small to medium size winery with accompanying vineyard to serve as a locafion 
for consumers to taste wine, socialize, listen to music, and hold events.  Current/exisfing winery-related 
events (normal winery operafions) include, but not limited to, ficketed and non-ficketed events such as 
wine dinners, wine classes, wine industry related events, wine releases, wine club releases and 
gatherings, or special tasfings. These events may or may not include music. 
 
Proposal:  Designafion as an Event Center, use all of the exisfing 30’ x 100’ building to host events and 

conduct wine tasfings, and to have hours of operafion designated as 7 days per week from  

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Events associated with the Event Center are proposed to be limited to a 

maximum of 250 guests at any given fime.  We are requesfing events with 150 or fewer guests be 

unlimited in the number of events allowed. Events between 151 and 250 guests are proposed to be 

limited to no more than 12 events annually. 

 

We anficipate the following: 

  

Large events (151-250) - Such as: Annual Grape Stomp to be held in Sep or Oct and  

no more than four addifional ficketed music events per year, with remaining events being non-

ficketed (portable restrooms will be added for special events) 

 

Medium events (50-150) – Such as: wine releases with or without catered dinners, music, 

weddings, holiday celebrafions, other celebrafions 

  

Small events (less than 50) – Such as: catered dinners with wine pairings, sip and learns, and 

small group gatherings 

 
Employees:  Current number of part-fime employees is 10, with increases up to 15 based on acfivifies or 
customer traffic.  This fluctuates throughout the year depending on the expected number of visitors and 
maintaining traffic control.  This number of employees should be sufficient for near-term operafions.  We 
expect to add 3-4 employees in the next year or two to support wine producfion growth as well as site 
maintenance. 
 

Time Requirements:  We are requesfing approval of a Condifional Use Permit for a Winery and  

Indoor/Outdoor Event Center.  These uses are allowed in the proposed RR zoning district.  We have 

previously received approval for a Condifional Use Permit through Canyon County and operate within 

the limitafions of the exisfing permit.  A neighborhood meefing was held on August 4th, 2023, in 
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compliance with the applicafion submiftal requirements. Nofice of this neighborhood meefing was 

mailed to property owners within six-hundred feet (600’) of the property boundary. 

 

Commencement of the operafions:  The business was established in September 2015 and began with 

winery producfion and agricultural operafions.  Public operafing hours were approved and tasfing room 

business began in October 2019.  This applicafion is a request to alter the hours of operafion and include 

authorizafion for an Indoor/Outdoor Event Center. 

 
Hours of Operafion: The winery tasfing room is currently operafing public hours from 12:00 p.m. to 7:00 

p.m., Saturday and Sunday.  Winery producfion and agricultural operafions currently funcfion daily, with 

no fime limitafions.  The Condifional Use Permit for a Winery and Indoor/Outdoor Event Center seeks to 

gain approval of public operafing hours from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., daily, with 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week for the winery producfion and agricultural operafions.  While we don’t intend to be 

consistently open outside the hours of 12 pm unfil 7 pm, it’s necessary to have operafing hours starfing 

at 9:00 a.m. to allow set-up acfivifies, private events, or enable people to be in the facility to support 

daily acfivifies such as cleaning or decorafing, as examples.  Similarly, we would like the opfion to remain 

open unfil 10:00 p.m. to enable wedding acfivifies, tear down, cleaning, or private events (birthdays, 

catered dinners, graduafion celebrafions, etc.).  We request these hours to also hold/host acfivifies that 

the community commonly expects from wineries.  The requested hours allow us to host painfing parfies, 

dancing classes, flower arranging classes, and many learning events.  We also host live music for our 

guests to enjoy.  These fimes enable us to host live music for various acfivifies. 

 

Property:  The parcel consists of 10 acres of which approximately 5 acres is dedicated to agriculture 

(vineyard), addifional space for a caretakers dwelling (owner’s living space), and the remainder to winery 

and tasfing room operafions.  On the property, there are two permanent structures.  One is the 

caretakers dwelling and one is a 30’ x 100’ building consisfing of the tasfing room, wine storage, and 

producfion space.  The winery has an adjacent concrete pad with pergola (12’ x 18’) that serves many 

funcfions, mainly as a space for musical performers.  We have added noise reducfion backdrops to 

decrease the impact on our neighbors. 

 

Future plans (*) include building a separate 30’ x 80’ building dedicated primarily to wine 

producfion/storage and the exisfing facility would then be dedicated to wine tasfing and event center 

acfivifies.   

 

Public and private facilifies:  Primary Residence – (exisfing) 5,000 square feet Caretakers Dwelling. 

Currently lived in by owners. Current personal residenfial acfivifies not associated with the winery or 

event center are expected to confinue to be allowed.  Public facilifies include an exisfing 3,000 square 

feet wine tasfing facility and producfion area, including two restrooms.  Three addifional outside public 

areas are ufilized:  1) 900 square feet pafio space with pergola adjoining the tasfing facility, 2) 2,000 

square feet open grass area which includes a 250 square feet pafio space with pergola, and 3) 1,400 

square feet deck with railing. 

 

Future plans (*) include expanding the exisfing deck and/or building a new deck (east of exisfing 

structure) to augment customer wine tasfing operafions. 
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Future plans (*) may include expanding the grass area to the west. 

 

Future plans (*) may include allowing limited camping within exisfing property boundaries. 

 

Facility Ufilifies:  A Culligan drinking water filtrafion system has been added to the tasfing room to meet 

Southwest District Health requirements to purify our well water for guests.  Boftled water will also be 

made available to support customer water consumpfion.  The current sepfic system which is solely 

dedicated to the 30’ x 100’ building will support an average of 50 people per day, 7 days a week.  Owners 

will use restrooms in the caretakers dwelling located on the property, which operates on a separate 

sepfic system.  Addifional portable restrooms will be added as necessary to support growth and during 

special events.  There is no known impact to irrigafion, drainage and stormwater drainage based on our 

request. 

 

Food:  We are approved to and currently offer a small assortment of prepackaged foods commonly 

paired with wine.  Examples include dried fruit, crackers, trail mix, and prepackaged cheeses.  We 

propose to serve addifional items typically expected as part of a charcuterie opfion.  These items 

include, but are not limited to, meat, cheese, crackers, chocolate, dried fruit, ready to eat fresh fruit, 

pickles, olives, trail mix, candy, and other pre-packaged snacks.  Surface areas, where food is prepared,  

will be cleaned regularly using appropriate disinfectants.  In addifion to charcuterie food, we will also 

offer catered meals, wine and food pairings, and invite food trucks throughout the year.  When hosfing 

catered events, catered dinner aftendance will not exceed the maximum guest allowance as defined in 

this proposal.  Catered dinners will be prepared offsite.    

 

Site improvements:  Beginning 2015, we transformed an underufilized agricultural site into a producfive 

5-acre vineyard.  Addifionally, we transformed a 30’x100’ workshop/carport facility into a wine 

producfion and tasfing room center.  As a requirement to operate the improved facility, we improved the 

approach apron between Foothill Road and Schmidt Lane as well as upgraded Schmidt Lane to handle 

any increased traffic.  An addifional road was created from Schmidt Lane to the producfion/tasfing 

facility to meet Fire Department access requirements.  We added an extra sepfic system to support 

Health District requirements. 

 

Future plans (*) include building a gravel turn around alongside Schmidt Lane (within the current 

property boundaries) approximately 500 feet from the current winery entrance.  This is designed to 

enable drivers, who missed the well-posted entrance to winery, sufficient space to turn around and not 

proceed farther down Schmidt Lane and potenfially inconvenience neighbors. We are also agreeable to 

sharing the cost of installing a gate on Schmidt Lane near this turn around if the majority of the residents 

beyond our property on Schmidt Lane are in favor of a gated entrance.  

 

Roads:  There are two exisfing roads on the property.  A paved road exists for egress support.  A gravel 

road also exists for in-bound/out-bound traffic. The paved road leads from the tasfing room and exits 

onto Schmidt Lane with approximately 300’ to reach Foothill Road.  The gravel road leads from the 

tasfing room and exits almost directly onto Foothill Road (less than 100”). 
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Parking:  Parking in front of the exisfing building consists of 14 marked spaces (mix of paved and hard 

packed gravel) and 1 handicap spot.  Immediately prior to the building is an addifional 6 marked spaces 

on hard packed gravel.  Addifional parking spaces (hard pack gravel) are available to the east and west of 

the exisfing gravel road.  The total parking spaces for the winery will accommodate 75 vehicles.  The 

gravel road has sufficient width to accommodate parking and enable rescue/emergency vehicles access 

to all facilifies on site.  A parking circulafion plan has been created and submifted to Star Fire for review 

and approval. 

 
Traffic:  We consistently monitor Schmidt Lane and Foothill Road to ensure no winery traffic is parked on 

these roads and to protect neighbors unobstructed access to and from their homes.  We have added  

traffic signs (5 metal signs) to deter guests looking for the winery from proceeding down Schmidt Lane.  

We have purchased golf carts to enable us to quickly engage with incoming/outgoing traffic, control the 

number of vehicles, and turn away vehicles when the traffic exceeds available parking spaces. We will 

provide traffic control for large and ficketed events. 

 
Buffering/Noise levels:  The majority of buffering to the south and east are vineyards or nafive 

vegetafion.  Structures exist to provide addifional noise buffering to the north and west of the outside 

winery public areas.  Addifional noise buffering barriers (walls, grasses, landscaping) have been added to 

aid in noise reducfion.   

    

Dust Levels:  The main area around the winery tasfing room, proposed event center, and producfion 

facility is asphalt.  The gravel road to the facility meets the requirements of the exisfing Condifional Use 

Permit.  For addifional dust control, we are seeking to use dust palliafives (water, hydroscopic 

compounds, and organic non-petroleum products).  Dust palliafives are products that are applied to 

surfaces to minimize airborne dust.  Within the vineyard, we ufilize nafive vegetafion pracfices to reduce 

airborne dust. 

 

Future plans (*) include paving (asphalt) the gravel road as part of phase 1.  The current gravel parking 

areas will be similarly paved as part of a long-term phase 2. 

 

Air and water quality:  No known issues.  The exisfing well has been tested by a commercial enfity to 

validate the safety of well water.  All drainage will be retained on site. 

 

Material delivery:  Raw materials are delivered directly from offsite vineyards and the onsite vineyard to 

the onsite producfion facility using vehicles with trailers up to 52’ in length.  The larger vehicle deliveries 

occur typically three fimes a year, with 2 – 3 deliveries each event.  The larger vehicle deliveries typically 

consist of grapes, juice, and boftles.  All other deliveries for material are provided through smaller vans 

commonly ufilized by USPS, FedEx or UPS.  We expect that to remain typical with proper planning. 

 

Finished product and distribufion:  Our products are available primarily on-site.  We are proposing and 

currently exploring distribufion opfions to restaurants, but it will be at least 1 to 2 years before any 

serious explorafion of distribufion outside of a few local restaurants.  Addifionally, we are frequently 

requested to support and pour/provide our products at local off-sites, fund-raising events, and musical 

venues.    Addifionally, we remain commifted to responsible growth by restricfing club memberships:  0 
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in 2019-2020, 100 memberships in 2021, 200 memberships in 2022, and 300 in 2023.  We will not 

increase memberships in 2024 and will re-evaluate in 2025. 

 

Future plans (*) include distribufion of wine to states outside of Idaho.  This will increase the number of 

fimes smaller delivery vans such as USPS, Fed Ex or UPS will stop at the winery to pick up out-going 

parcels. 

 

Markefing/Off-site Community Acfivifies:  While our products are available primarily on-site, we 

frequently support off-site events.  This area will expand as we gain more brand awareness.  As an 

example, we will confinue to support the Military Order of the Purple Heart (Idaho Chapter), Star Police, 

Star/Middleton Fire Department, Star Outreach Food Bank, Life’s Kitchen, Rocky Mountain Elk 

Foundafion, Southwest Idaho Business Alliance, and many others. We are strong supporters of our 

community and will remain dedicated to these efforts.  We self-limit markefing for the winery by using 

only social media sites (Facebook, Instagram, and a website). 

 

Growth:  We recognize the tremendous growth occurring within the immediate, surrounding area with 

new subdivisions and businesses being built frequently.  We worked hard to control our own growth and 

avoid impacfing our neighbors unnecessarily.  We have limited markefing and rely primarily on word of 

mouth for new customers.  We restricted club memberships and will turn away prospecfive club 

members as an addifional means to ensure limited growth.  New club memberships will only be available 

as current members cancel their memberships.  Based on 2021-2022 turnover rates, we anficipate a 

turnover of no more than 50 memberships per year. 

 

Local businesses and development:  With the proper traffic controls, the impact on adjacent properfies 

is minimal.  There are many factors that contribute to the character of our area.  To our north is an event 

center (High Desert Stafion) that is within 1,000 feet of our property lines.  Their main traffic route is via 

Blessinger Road to Highway 44.  This site is frequently ufilized for large scale events, to include outdoor 

events.  Also within proximity to our property is an airstrip currently ufilized by a commercial company 

offering skydiving opfions.  Air traffic is frequent, and this is an acfive business used nearly year-around.  

A go-kart track is within this area and can be heard when the site is ufilized.  Our area is also impacted by 

Firebird Raceway, which can be clearly heard from our locafion.  There are also plans for a golf course 

(Willowbrook Golf Course) to be developed within our immediate impact area that will be relevant to 

our area.  We propose that the operafion of our winery and vineyard is compafible with the other uses in 

the general area.  In addifion to sparse, exisfing rural single family uses, the surrounding area includes a 

mixture of exisfing and future approved uses including the Eagle Rodeo, future Eagle Sports Complex, 

and BLM land with public access. 

 

Star has grown significantly in the past 4 years.  What was once a sea of fields is now rooftops.  Once a 

quaint, small town is now a bustling city and Foothill Road traffic is not a quiet back road, but used 

extensively by construcfion equipment, trucks, new neighbors and as a throughfare to avoid Highway 

44/State Street.  We have witnessed the addifional residenfial subdivisions along Can-Ada Road (Prisfine 

Springs, Aliso Creek, etc), and along New Hope Road (Haven, Trapper Ridge, Hope Springs, Greendale 

Grove, Cresta Del Sol, and many others).  We also recognize the expansion of Highway 16 and Highway 
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44 that will have a significant impact.  Our impact on exisfing and future traffic pafterns, schools, 

irrigafion facilifies, and emergency services is negligible. 

 

These factors contribute to the character of our area.   

 

It is the intent of this land use designafion to help to preserve Star’s rural feel. Huge manicured “Rural 

Residenfial” lots are discouraged and therefore manicured home site areas on these properfies should 

not exceed 1/2 acre. Uses may include acfive agriculture, vificulture, equestrian, and residenfial. Uses 

include nafive open space and small-scale acfive farmland. The Rural Residenfial land use is not amenity 

based (sewer, water, schools) and will usually be located away from goods and services. These areas  

encourage the keeping and raising of crops and/or animals and do not necessarily include manicured 

yards, sidewalks, bike paths, or planned park and recreafion facilifies. 

 

We believe that this proposed use will not create excessive addifional costs for public facilifies and  

services and will not be detrimental to the economic welfare of the community.  To the contrary, 

wineries provide a posifive economic impact to the community.  The proposed use will not involve 

acfivifies or processes, materials, equipment, and condifions of operafion that will be detrimental to any 

persons, property, or the general welfare by reason of excessive producfion of traffic, noise, smoke, 

fumes, glare, or odors.  The proposed use will not result in the destrucfion, loss or damage of a natural, 

scenic or historic feature considered to be of major importance. 

 

We propose that the design, construcfion, operafion, and maintenance will be compafible with other 

uses in the general neighborhood and with the exisfing or intended character of the general vicinity and 

that such use will not adversely change the essenfial character of the same area.  The proposed use, if it 

complies with all condifions of the approval imposed, will not adversely affect other property in the 

vicinity. 

 

We have included potenfial future plans and idenfified them with an asterisk (*).  All plans will be 

presented to the proper County and local district officials to obtain the proper permits.  All future 

improvement phases are subject to review of a Cerfificate of Zoning Compliance, as required.  All current 

building and fire codes will be complied with prior to any public occupancy.  The condifional use permit 

is intended for the sole use of the current Sol Invictus Vineyard LLC owners and their immediate family 

members. 

 

In summary, we respecffully submit this applicafion for a condifional use permit idenfifying Sol Invictus 

Vineyard LLC, located at 6394 Schmidt Lane, Star ID 83669 be designated as an Event Center, be 

approved for use of the exisfing 30’ x 100’ building (to include the outside supporfing space) to host 

events and conduct wine tasfings, and to have our hours of operafion designated as 7 days per week 

from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
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Dan Lister

From: Denise Smith <denise@solinvictusvineyard.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 17, 2023 8:27 AM
To: Debbie Root
Subject: [External]  FW: Expansion Individual Sewage Permit Residential  at SCOTT & DENISE 

SMITH [016768] [023828]
Attachments: 6394 Schmidt Ln - Revised Plot Plan.pdf; Letter.of.Intended.Use.10.10.2023.pdf; 6394 

Schmidt Ln - #16768.pdf

Good morning Deb, 
 
I wasn’t sure if you needed this.  The Southwest Health District updated their portion of our intent of use letter that I 
dropped off at P & Z.  They said they didn’t forward your department a copy of their edits so I thought I probably should 
before it goes out to the neighbors. 
 
Regards, 
Denise Smith 
Sol Invictus Vineyard, LLC 
6394 Schmidt Lane 
Star, ID 83669 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 
 

From: Anthony Lee 
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 7:46 AM 
To: Denise Smith 
Subject: FW: Expansion Individual Sewage Permit Residential at SCOTT & DENISE SMITH [016768] [023828] 
 
 
 
 

 

Check out our new online self-service portal here! PORTAL 
 
Anthony Lee, BS/REHS | Land Development Senior | Southwest District Health       
13307 Miami Lane | Caldwell ID 83607 | ph: 208.455.5384 | cell: 208.899.1285 
Anthony.Lee@phd3.idaho.gov  |  Healthier Together  | www.swdh.org 

    
 
 

From: Anthony Lee  
Sent: Monday, October 16, 2023 7:45 AM 
To: Scott & Denise Smith <scott@solinvictusvinryard.com> 
Cc: Savanha Rodriguez <Savanha.Rodriguez@phd3.idaho.gov> 
Subject: Expansion Individual Sewage Permit Residential at SCOTT & DENISE SMITH [016768] [023828] 
 

Hi Denise,  
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See attached permit, plot plan, and updated letter of intended use. 

 

Let me know if you have any questions.  

 

Thank you,  

 

Check out our new online self-service portal here! PORTAL 
  
Anthony Lee, BS/REHS | Land Development Senior | Southwest District Health       
13307 Miami Lane | Caldwell ID 83607 | ph: 208.455.5384 | cell: 208.899.1285 
Anthony.Lee@phd3.idaho.gov  |  Healthier Together  | www.swdh.org 

    

  

 



13307 Miami Ln
Caldwell ID  83607

United States

Southwest District Health Permit #:

Date:

Parcel #:

10/16/2023

R33774015 0

016768

Expansion Individual Sewage Permit Subsurface Sewage Disposal

Applicants Name:

Land Owner Name:

Property Address:

Scott & Denise Smith

Scott & Denise Smith

6394 Schmidt Ln
Star ID 83669

Legal Description

Township: 4N Range: 2W Section: 01

Subdivision:

Lot: Block: Size (acres): 10.0

 Expand Individual Sewage
Permit

Basic

Type of Installation: Type of System:

Additional System Type:

Intrench Sand Filter

Optional System Type:

Water Supply:

Private

Water Source:

Well

Conditions of Approval

Over-excavate to 72" and backfill with 24" of approved ASTM C-33 sand to reach A-2b receiving soils. If A-2b soils are not
encountered at the specified depth, please call SWDH to evaluate the soils. Installation depth of the new trenches MUST be
level to the existing drainfield trench.
Install three (3) 6 feet wide x 54 feet long trenches per approved plot plan to meet minimum effective drainfield adsorption
area for a total of 206 linear feet (to include 264 square feet of the existing drainfield area).
MUST follow all applicable rules & regulations of the technical guidance manual and IDAPA 58.01.03 to include the letter of
intended use.
Installation of a new 1000 gallon septic tank + existing 1000 gallon septic tank is required to meet minimum septic tank
capacity.

Install no deeper than 48 inches.

If soil conditions differ from test hole when installing tank/drainfield, contact SWDH before installation.

Call SWDH for trench inspection before gravel or sand is placed into the trench(s).

Confirm all surrounding well locations.

If Lift Station/Pump is needed Complex Installer is required.

Effluent flows must be equalized with use of distribution box or "Hard-T"

Unless otherwise stated within this permit, all requirements of IDAPA 58.01.03 shall be met upon system installation.

0   Bedroom(s)Number of Bedrooms:

740+185 (existing) Gallons Per DayDesign Flow:

A-2b / 0.75Soil Type (USDA)/ Loading Rate (Gal/ Sq. Ft./ Day): Adjusted Loading Rate:

The minimum septic tank capacity is: 1480+750 (existing) Gallons

The minimum effective drainfield absorption area is: 972+264 (existing) Square Feet

Note:  Final approval of this permit requires inspection of the uncovered system.

All plans, specifications, and conditions contained in the approved permit application are hereby incorporated into, and are
enforceable as part of the permit.  The permit will expire (2) years from date of issuance.  The permit may be renewed if the renewal

is applied for on or before the expiration date.

The drainfield can be no closer to permanent/ intermittent surface water than: Feet300

Permit Approved By:

Anthony Lee

10/16/2023

Permit Issue Date:

axl2006
Highlight

axl2006
Highlight

axl2006
Highlight

axl2006
Highlight

axl2006
Highlight
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1014 S. La Pointe Street, Ste. 2 

BOISE, IDAHO 83706 

208-322-5250 

Alpha Omega Engineering  

 
May 23nd, 2024 

Attn: Daniel Lister 
Principle Planner 
Canyon County Development Services 
111 N. 11th Ave. Ste. 104 
Caldwell, ID 83605 
 
Re: CU-2023-0018 - Sol Invictus Vineyard – Private Road/Driveway Construction Review  
 
Dear Lister, 
 
I have reviewed Schmidt Lane and the private driveway constructed under the above-mentioned building permit, 
for compliance with Canyon County Code section 07-10-03: Private Road and Driveway Requirements.  
 
Based on my site observations the private driveway meets the required 4” thick ¾” minus gravel base, graded and 
compacted, 12’ wide all-weather driving surface. See construction photographs below.   

    08/16/2019    

                                       10/2023      



Alpha Omega Engineering  

Based on my recollection of the site observation Schmidt Lane Road meets the required 2.5” Plant Mix Pavement, 

6” thick ¾” minus gravel base, 9” thick pit run subbase graded and compacted, 24’ wide all-weather driving 

surface. See construction photographs below. 

           08/16/2019 

                  10/2023     

 
Please call me with any questions or if you need anything else.  

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Liimakka  

Brooke
Rot South View

Brooke
Rot South View

Brooke
Snapshot
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Emily Kiester

From: Denise Smith <denise@solinvictusvineyard.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 3:54 PM
To: Emily Kiester
Cc: Dan Lister
Subject: Re: [External]  Re: Site Visit

Good afternoon Emily, 
 
We would like to be available to the community to host events throughout the year that could see attendance 
between 150-250 such as weddings, vow renewals, catered dinners, graduation celebrations, birthday parties, 
anniversary parties, celebrations of life, back yard bar b ques, neighborhood get togethers, holiday gatherings, 
concerts, corporate events, and our annual grape stomp.  Anything larger than 250 we will work with the City 
of Star to host at the Star Riverhouse. 
 
The vast majority of our activities will be geared toward gatherings for less than 150 people.  
 
I'm not sure what terminology to use to capture the myriad of requests we receive to be a gathering place for 
so many diverse events in Star.  Just today I was asked if we could be the location to hold a fundraiser for a 
local political candidate.  I declined, but had I been able to say yes what category would that fall under?  I've 
also been asked to be the location to hold events for the Lion's Club, the Star Food Bank, the Southwest Idaho 
Business Alliance, and several other non-profit organizations.  Do they fall under "corporate events" or would 
those fall under some other category.  We want to support the community as much as possible and still stay 
within the parameters of the conditional use permit once approved.  Any guidance you can provide to help us 
help support the community is appreciated. 
 
Thank you, 
Denise 
 
 
 

From: Emily Kiester <Emily.Kiester@canyoncounty.id.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, April 9, 2024 2:47 PM 
To: Denise Smith <denise@solinvictusvineyard.com> 
Cc: Dan Lister <Daniel.Lister@canyoncounty.id.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] Re: Site Visit  
  
Dear Denise,  
  
Can you provide me more detail on what types of events you plan on potentially hosting with a conditional use permit for 
a special events facility?  
 
I see in your letter of intent that you mention having 150-250 guests at ticketed and non-ticketed events, but I am hoping 
to add more detail on what types of events you plan on hosting to Dan and I’s staff report for the special events facility. 
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Emily Kiester

From: Denise Smith <denise@solinvictusvineyard.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2024 6:40 PM
To: Emily Kiester
Subject: Re: [External]  Re: Case AD2024-0019 and CU2023-0018

Hi Emily,  
 
Members sign up to receive 3 shipments of 4 bottles of wine each calendar year (Mar, Jun and Sep).  At this 
time, members can pick their wine release up on wine release weekend, pick it up on another weekend 
afterwards, or make arrangements for me to deliver it during the week.  With approval of the requested 
conditional use permit we would hold the wine release over multiple days vs just the weekend.  This would 
allow us to facilitate an organized, structured approach to pick up that reduces the number of club members 
picking up at any one time.  
 
If I can answer any further questions please don't hesitate to ask. 
 
Regards, 
Denise 

From: Emily Kiester <Emily.Kiester@canyoncounty.id.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, May 30, 2024 5:07 PM 
To: Denise Smith <denise@solinvictusvineyard.com> 
Subject: RE: [External] Re: Case AD2024-0019 and CU2023-0018  
  
Hello Denise,  
  
Quick question on your revised letter of intent, you state “Additionally, we remain committed to responsible growth by 
restricting club memberships…100 memberships in 2021, 200 memberships in 2022, and 300 in 2023.  We will not 
increase memberships in 2024 and will re-evaluate in 2025.” 
  
How do the memberships work? Are all three-hundred (300) people allowed on the property at one time for events?  
  
Thank you,  

 
Emily Kiester,  
Associate Planner 
Canyon County Development Services Department 
111 N. 11th Ave., #310, Caldwell, ID  83605 
Direct Line:  (208) 454-6632 
Email: emily.kiester@canyoncounty.id.gov 
Website: www.canyoncounty.id.gov 
  
Development Services Department (DSD) 
NEW public office hours 
Effective Jan. 3, 2023 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
8am – 5pm 
Wednesday 



Designated and Proposed Parking 
Spaces

Ingress/EgressEmergency Egress

Star Fire Protection District 
PLAN REVIEW 

APPROVED AS SUBMITTED 

Victor Islas 
Deputy Chief, Fire Code Official
 05/15/2024
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Victor Islas 
Deputy Chief, Fire Code Official
 05/15/2024



Designated and Proposed Parking 
Spaces

16 17 18
19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40
41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52

53
54

55
56

57
58

59
60

61
62

63
64

65

66 67 68 69 70 71 72

73 74 75

Star Fire Protection District 
PLAN REVIEW 

APPROVED AS SUBMITTED 

Victor Islas 
Deputy Chief, Fire Code Official
 05/15/2024
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Emily Kiester

From: Niki Benyakhlef <Niki.Benyakhlef@itd.idaho.gov>
Sent: Friday, March 22, 2024 8:02 AM
To: Emily Kiester; Dan Lister
Cc: Amber Lewter
Subject: [External]  RE: Agency Notification CU2023-0018 Smith

Good Morning, Emily & Dan, 

After careful review of the transmittal submitted to ITD on March 18, 2023, regarding CU202-0018 Smith, the 
Department has no comments or concerns to make at this time. ITD acknowledges events up to 250 people has the 
potential to add substantial traffic to local traffic, especially at the intersection of the private drive(s), Foothill Rd, and 
Schmidt Ln, however, due to this location being greater than 3 miles west of SH-16 and 2 miles north of SH-44, traffic 
should distribute efficiently enough not to cause a large impact to state facilities.  

Thank you, 

 

Niki Benyakhlef 
Development Services Coordinator 
 
 
District 3 Development Services 
O: 208.334.8337 | C: 208.296.9750 
Email: niki.benyakhlef@itd.idaho.gov 
Website: itd.idaho.gov 

 
 

From: Amber Lewter <Amber.Lewter@canyoncounty.id.gov>  
Sent: Monday, March 18, 2024 9:29 AM 
To: 'snickel@staridaho.org' <snickel@staridaho.org>; 'lgrooms@msd134.org' <lgrooms@msd134.org>; 
'mgee@msd134.org' <mgee@msd134.org>; 'permits@starfirerescue.org' <permits@starfirerescue.org>; 'Chris Hopper' 
<CHopper@canyonhd4.org>; 'lriccio@canyonhd4.org' <lriccio@canyonhd4.org>; 'brandy.walker@centurylink.com' 
<brandy.walker@centurylink.com>; 'eingram@idahopower.com' <eingram@idahopower.com>; 
'easements@idahopower.com' <easements@idahopower.com>; 'mkelly@idahopower.com' 
<mkelly@idahopower.com>; 'monica.taylor@intgas.com' <monica.taylor@intgas.com>; 'jessica.mansell@intgas.com' 
<jessica.mansell@intgas.com>; 'contract.administration.bid.box@ziply.com' 
<contract.administration.bid.box@ziply.com>; 'fcdc1875@gmail.com' <fcdc1875@gmail.com>; 
'mitch.kiester@phd3.idaho.gov' <mitch.kiester@phd3.idaho.gov>; 'anthony.lee@phd3.idaho.gov' 
<anthony.lee@phd3.idaho.gov>; D3 Development Services <D3Development.Services@itd.idaho.gov>; Niki Benyakhlef 
<Niki.Benyakhlef@itd.idaho.gov>; Brian Crawforth <Brian.Crawforth@canyoncounty.id.gov>; Michael Stowell 
<mstowell@ccparamedics.com>; Assessor Website <2cAsr@canyoncounty.id.gov>; Tom Crosby 
<Tom.Crosby@canyoncounty.id.gov>; Eric Arthur <Eric.Arthur@canyoncounty.id.gov>; 'westerninfo@idwr.idaho.gov' 
<westerninfo@idwr.idaho.gov>; Rick Britton <Rick.Britton@canyoncounty.id.gov> 
Subject: Agency Notification CU2023-0018 Smith 
 
CAUTION: This email originated outside the State of Idaho network. Verify links and attachments BEFORE you click or open, even 
if you recognize and/or trust the sender. Contact your agency service desk with any concerns.  
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Please see the attached agency notice. You are invited to provide written testimony or comments by April 17, 2024, 
although as of this point, no hearing date has been set. You will receive a separate notification when the hearing date 
has been set for this case. If the comment deadline is on a weekend or holiday, it will move to close of business 5pm the 
next business day. The deadline for written testimony or additional exhibits is to ensure planners can consider the 
information as they develop their staff report and recommended findings. All items received by the deadline will also be 
placed in the hearing packet, allowing the hearing body adequate time to review the submitted information. 
 
Please direct your comments or questions to Planner Dan Lister at daniel.lister@canyoncounty.id.gov or Emily Kiester 
at emily.kiester@canyoncounty.id.gov.  
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
 
 

 
Amber Lewter 
Hearing Specialist 
Canyon County Development Services Department 
111 N. 11th Ave., #310, Caldwell, ID 83605 

 
Direct Line: 208-454-6631  
Fax: 208-454-6633 
Email: amber.lewter@canyoncounty.id.gov 
Website: www.canyoncounty.id.gov 
 
Development Services Department (DSD) 
NEW public office hours 
Effective Jan. 3, 2023 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
8am – 5pm 
Wednesday 
1pm – 5pm 
**We will not be closed during lunch hour ** 
 
PUBLIC RECORD NOTICE: All communications transmitted within the Canyon County email system may be a public 
record and may be subject to disclosure under the Idaho Public Records Act and as such may be copied and 
reproduced by members of the public.  
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Emily Kiester

From: Shawn Nickel <snickel@staridaho.org>
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2024 3:24 PM
To: Emily Kiester
Subject: RE: [External]  RE: Agency Notification CU2023-0018 Smith

Good afternoon, Emily. The City of Star has reviewed the application packet for CU2023-0018 and has no specific issues 
with the proposed use. We support the expansion of wineries and uses similar to this within our City Limits and Impact 
Areas.  
 
Please let me know if you have any further questions. 
 
Thanks. 
 
Shawn 
 
 
 
SHAWN L NICKEL 
PLANNING DIRECTOR AND ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
CITY OF STAR 
SNICKEL@STARIDAHO.ORG 
208-286-7247 eTC. 3004 
 

 
 

From: Emily Kiester <Emily.Kiester@canyoncounty.id.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2024 2:31 PM 
To: Shawn Nickel <snickel@staridaho.org> 
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Agency Notification CU2023-0018 Smith 
 
Dear Shawn, 
 
I meant to send the below email to just Star Fire Protection District, apologies about the confusion.  
 
However, we have not received comments from the City of Star on the attached application for a special events facility 
on Parcel R33774015 (6390 Schmidt Ln Star, ID 83669) and would appreciate any comments you may have on behalf of 
the City of Star as the parcel is close to City of Star’s limits.  
 
Sincerely,  
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Emily Kiester,  
Associate Planner 
Canyon County Development Services Department 
111 N. 11th Ave., #310, Caldwell, ID  83605 
Direct Line:  (208) 454-6632 
Email: emily.kiester@canyoncounty.id.gov 
Website: www.canyoncounty.id.gov 
 
Development Services Department (DSD) 
NEW public office hours 
Effective Jan. 3, 2023 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
8am – 5pm 
Wednesday 
1pm – 5pm 
**We will not be closed during lunch hour ** 
 
PUBLIC RECORD NOTICE: All communications transmitted within the Canyon County email system may be a public 
record and may be subject to disclosure under the Idaho Public Records Act and as such may be copied and reproduced 
by members of the public.  
 

From: Emily Kiester  
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2024 2:26 PM 
To: 'Shawn Nickel' <snickel@staridaho.org>; 'permits@starfirerescue.org' <permits@starfirerescue.org> 
Cc: Dan Lister <Daniel.Lister@canyoncounty.id.gov> 
Subject: RE: [External] RE: Agency Notification CU2023-0018 Smith 
 
Dear Star Fire Protection District, 
 
The attached agency notice was sent on March 18, 2024 for a special events facility on Parcel R33774015. The address of 
this property is 6390 Schmidt Ln Star, ID 83669. 
 
Our office values your input on this application and ask that you review this application packet, specifically the parking 
and road section of their letter of intent, site plan, and attached parking pictures that a property owner submitted to our 
office for the property owners’ quasi-public use application to see if you have any comments.  
 
Thank you, 

 
Emily Kiester,  
Associate Planner 
Canyon County Development Services Department 
111 N. 11th Ave., #310, Caldwell, ID  83605 
Direct Line:  (208) 454-6632 
Email: emily.kiester@canyoncounty.id.gov 
Website: www.canyoncounty.id.gov 
 
Development Services Department (DSD) 
NEW public office hours 
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