Minutes
Canyon County Solid Waste Advisory Committee
Regular Meeting
Wednesday, June 10, 2026
10:00 am – 12:00 pm

Rollcall for Committee Members – Mark Christiansen, District 1; Russ Shroll, District 2; Hubert Osborne, District 3; Bruce Mills, City of Caldwell; Doug Amick, City of Parma/Greenleaf/Wilder
Ex-Officio Members in attendance:  Travis Williams, Hardin Sanitation; Chad Gordon, J&M Sanitation; Craig Hunter, Tire Reclaim; Chase Cresto, Republic Services. 
Others in attendance: David Loper, CCSW; Jennifer Allen, CCSW; Debbie Jenks, CCSW
Action Items: 
· The agenda for the current meeting was motioned for approval by Mr. Mills and Mr. Christiansen  
· The minutes from December 10, 2025 and January 7, 2026 were approved 
New Business: 
Caldwell Transfer Station / Land Purchase Update 
Mr. Loper provided the Committee with an update on the Caldwell Transfer Station. He reported that the 55-acre property has been purchased for approximately $8.4 million using Enterprise Fund resources. Approximately 10 to 15 acres will be utilized for the transfer station, while the remaining acreage may be sold to either the County or a private entity. Mr. Loper noted that Canyon County Solid Waste will likely be able to recoup the cost of the property purchase through the sale of the excess acreage.

Mr. Loper stated that he is currently working with the County to complete the rezoning process for the property. He also noted that water is available on the site and that he is working with the city on the sewer.  

Mr. Christiansen asked whether the Sheriff’s Office might have an interest in acquiring the additional property.  Mr. Loper indicated that the Sheriff’s Office may be interested in land for future jail expansion.  He added that portions of the property could also potentially be sold to Weed and Pest and Mosquito Abatement.    

Mr. Christiansen commented that there is an opportunity to improve transparency regarding the project and noted that information about the land purchase has been difficult to locate within public meeting minutes.  Mr. Loper explained that the land purchase was strictly for the Enterprise Fund/Landfill, any transfer of property not used for the Transfer Station would be through a purchase/sale of the land and funds realized by the enterprise fund.      

Mr. Shroll asked whether sufficient funds are available within the Enterprise Fund to construct the transfer station.  Mr. Loper confirmed that the fund currently has approximately $22 million in reserves.  

Mr. Loper reviewed the anticipated project timeline:
· 2027 – Site certification and design
· 2028 – Request for Proposals (RFP) process

Mr. Osborne asked whether an estimated construction cost has been established for the transfer station.  Mr. Loper responded that the project is planned as a full-service transfer station and is estimated to cost approximately $10 million, although the final cost will depend on construction timing and economic conditions. 





Next Item: Nampa Transfer Station Update 
Mr. Loper reported that Canyon County remains in negotiations with Timber Creek regarding the Nampa Transfer Station project.  He noted that an appraisal of the property is currently underway.

Next Item: RNG RFP/Intermountain Gas Study Results
Mr. Loper reported that Intermountain Gas completed the feasibility study.  The study identified the nearest interconnect location as approximately 8.6 miles from the landfill on Highway 45 and Lewis Lane.  The estimated cost to connect at this location is approximately $13 million.  

With the study now complete, the project can move forward into the RFP process.  The Biogas Group at Tetra Tech will assist with developing and managing the RFP process. Mr. Loper indicated that he hopes to have the RFP process completed within the next few months.  

Next Item: FY 2027 Rate Discussion/FY27 Budget Request
Mr. Loper noted that the rate increase for FY 2027 will increase the enterprise fund by $500,000. The Landfill is not changing the rate for MSW.  The Landfill is making a 3rd category for roll off boxes.  

Next Item: White Cloud Communications Tower Proposal
Mr. Loper reported that White Cloud has received funding through the Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment (BEAD) Program. This funding will support the installation of fiber connectivity and backup power, enhancing both communication capabilities and operational reliability at the Landfill. 

The Landfill would lease property to White Cloud, which would own, operate, and maintain the communications tower.  Mr. Loper noted that no agreements or terms have been negotiated at this time.  He plans to meet with the Board of County Commissioners in the coming weeks to discuss next steps.  

Next Item: Northwest Regional Road-E-O, June 26 & 27, 2026
Mr. Loper informed the Committee the Landfill will host the 2026 Road-E-O on June 26th and 27th.   The Landfill will cover the cost of chairs and a tent for the event, while remaining expenses will be funded through contestant fees and sponsorships.  

Next Item: Solid Waste Disposal Regulation Ordinance Update (Canyon County)
Mr. Loper reviewed the proposed changes to the ordinance.  He noted that on page 2 of 7, language was added regarding solid waste disposal sites to account for future transfer stations.  He also referenced prior safety issues involving end dumps.  Page 5 of 7 includes new language that was added to establish penalties for equipment that impedes, blocks or disrupts the solid waste site, a fine of $1000 per day.  

Old Business/Action Items: None
Next Meeting Date: September 9, 2026, 10:00 am to 12:00 pm. 
Adjournment: Mr. Amick made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Mr. Christiansen.
